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readers, the process by which legislation is conducted
in India.

The Imperial Parliament legislates but seldom, and
with great caution, for British India. Legislative
Councils for Bengal, Madras, and Bombay legislate
for those Provinces respectively; but the principal
legislative authority for India is the Governor-General
in Council This authority has been reposed in the
Governor-General ever since the Charter Act of
1834, before which time his legislative functions were
limited to making regulations for Bengal similar to
those which were made for Madras and Bombay by
the Governors in Council of those Presidencies.
Several changes of great importance have since then
been introduced into the constitution of the Council
of the Governor-General considered as a Legislative
body, and in order to understand them it is neces-
sary to be acquainted with its constitution as an
Executive body.

The Council of the Governor-General was first
constituted in 1773 by the Regulating Act,1 which
provided for the establishment of a Governor-
General and four Councillors. There is some ob-
scurity as to the origin of their power of making
Regulations. To some extent it was probably as-
sumed as incidental to their position. To some
extent it was confirmed or recognised as existing by
Act of Parliament2 But whatever its origin may
have been, there can be no doubt at all that the

1  13 Geo. m. cap. 63, sees. 7 and 8,

2 21 Geo. in. cap. 83, sec. 23, and 37 Geo. in, cap. 142, sec. 8.